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Sexual assault on planes: 
‘No one is reporting on it 
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and grabbed her crotch. 

“It was totally, completely shocking 
to have that happen,” said Dvaladze, 
the director of strategy for an interna- 
tional women’s cancer program based 
at the University of Washington. “Pve 
traveled for years. I never heard of this 
and never thought about it.” 

Perhaps she’d never heard of it be- 
cause sexual assaults on commercial 
flights often go unreported. 

And the perpetrators — including 
Dvaladze’s assailant — regularly walk 
off the plane without consequence, 


according to Mike Adams, who for the 
past four years was the FBI special 
agent at Seattle-Tacoma International 
Airport. 

Adams, who retired Nov. 30, was 
notified of all such reported incidents 
on flights landing in Seattle. 

Reacting to that day’s news story 
about the verbal abuse and sexual ha- 
rassment suffered by Silicon Valley 
executive Randi Zuckerberg aboard an 
Alaska Airlines flight, Adams spoke of 
“the greater problem of groping and 

See > FLIGHTS, A19 


Seattle woman’s campaign 
sparks push for federal rules, 
mandated flight-crew training 
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ELLEN M. BANNER / THE SEATTLE TIMES 
Allison Dvaladze of Seattle was sexually assaulted on a 
Delta flight from Seattle to Amsterdam in 2016 and since 
then has mounted a one-woman campaign to bring atten- 
tion to the issue. 


In April 2016, a few hours into a Delta 
night flight from Seattle to Amsterdam, 
Allison Dvaladze was just drifting to 
sleep when the stranger seated beside 
her slipped his hand between her legs 


Reaching more gifted kids: 
Miami schools show the way 
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By CLAUDIA ROWE 
Education Lab reporter 

MIAMI — Every year, Lisette 
Rodriguez runs through the same 
conversation with angry, confused 
parents. No, she explains, their 
child does not qualify for a gifted- 
education program, despite having 
a high IQ score of 129. And yes, she 
adds, the child sitting at the next 
desk does qualify — despite scoring 
117 — because his family is poor. 

“Youre telling me that my child 
would have been in gifted but isn’t, 
just because I can pay for his 
lunch?” parents ask, incredulous. 
Yes, exactly, says Rodriguez, who 
directs advanced academic pro- 
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Spotting overlooked potential by looking beyond top IQ scores, 
good behavior and high achievement for signs of giftedness. 


CASSI ALEXANDRA / SPECIAL TO THE SEATTLE TIMES 
Teachers participate last June in the Gifted Endorsement Program at Barbara Goleman High School in Miami. Some find they must 
put aside conventional ideas about gifted children and expand their view of what intelligence looks like. 


grams for Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools. 

The nation’s fourth-largest 
school district has been using this 
two-tier system since the early 
1990s to broaden its pool of stu- 
dents deemed gifted, largely be- 
cause research shows that a child’s 
IQ is not static and can stretch with 
exposure to books, museums and 
complex material. Or, conversely, 
shrink under stress, frequent 
moves and other realities common 
for low-income families. 

Across the nation, the definition 
of “gifted” is expanding beyond IQ 
scores, along with an understand- 
ing that the most creative thinkers 


are not always the best behaved or 
highest achieving. In that discus- 
sion, Miami has emerged as a front- 
runner in finding overlooked stu- 
dents and developing their talents. 

Educators there have become so 
successful at such scouting that the 
College Board, which administers 
rigorous Advanced Placement 
exams, recently hailed Miami as 
District of the Year for high perfor- 
mance among typically struggling 
high-school students. 

That success is due largely to two 
factors: first, an acknowledgment 
that kids who immigrated recently 
may struggle with English vocabu- 

See > MIAMI, A14 
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The $15 
monkey on 
every child’s 
wish list 


FINGERLINGS 


How did it become hot toy? 
Careful YouTube marketing, 
savvy pricing and scarcity 


By MICHAEL CORKERY 
The New York Times 

About two years ago, Sydney 
Wiseman had a challenging assign- 
ment for an engineer at her family 
toy company. 

Could he design a small robotic 
toy that resembled a pygmy mar- 
moset, a tiny Amazonian monkey 
that Wiseman had been obsessed 
with since she was a child growing 
up in Montreal. 

Sure, the engineer told her. What 
do you want the little monkey to do? 

Thus was born the Fingerling, a 
5-inch monkey that grips your 
finger with its legs and arms, as it 
babbles, blows kisses and blinks. 
Cradle a Fingerling in your hand 
and it drifts off to sleep. Press the 
Fingerling’s head, and it passes 
gas. 

Created by the Canadian compa- 
ny WowWee, the Fingerling has 
been anointed one of this year’s hot 
toys for the holidays, a designation 
most toymakers only dream of 
achieving. 

For decades, there has always 
been a must-have holiday toy: 
Cabbage Patch Kids, Beanie Babies, 
a Tickle Me Elmo doll. Parents 
drive long distances to scour stores 
for the one item in short supply at 
exactly the moment everyone 
wants it. Scalpers sell the toys at 
ridiculous markups, while counter- 
feiters dupe desperate families into 
buying knockoffs. 

At stake are the tears — of joy or 
misery — of the children whose 

See > FINGERLINGS, A18 
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